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Protecting    
our National Parks
When you grow up with a family who owns 
livestock, you don’t get to go on typical 
family vacations,” explained Susan Harbaugh 
of Illinois. “Visiting the national parks as 
adults is our way to live out our childhood 
longing for that iconic American family 
vacation.” 

Susan and her husband, Will, were both raised in rural 
communities, and although they may have missed 
out on the stereotypical family road trip growing up, 
they have more than made up for it in their adult 
lives, having now traveled to 48 national parks and 
counting. The walls of their home are peppered 
with photos from their trips, and their bookshelves 
contain dozens of scrapbooks of their various park 
adventures. 

Connecting with nature, embracing the spectacular 
scenery, and enjoying the wildlife are a constant 
source of joy for Susan and Will when they go to the 
parks. “With the crazy lifestyle we lead—the fast-
paced world we live in—at the parks you can go 
unplug and focus on each other and nature.”  

They started out giving annual gifts to the National 
Park Foundation, but when it came time for Susan 

and Will to create a will, it felt only natural that they 
would include a percentage to the parks. Susan 
shared, “After working for a not-for-profit agency for 
many years, I learned how important donations of 
any size are to an organization such as the National 
Park Foundation. So when it came to do our estate 
planning, donating a percentage of our assets fit with 
our goals.”

As we mark the 100th anniversary of the National 
Park Service, Susan and Will want to make sure the 
parks are funded and able to be enjoyed far into the 
next century. Susan said, “We want to do something 
for future generations of park visitors.” She went on to 
explain that she thinks the parks are the “greatest gift 
to average citizens that is often just a car ride away.” 

Like Susan and Will Harbaugh, anyone can make a 
gift to the National Park Foundation in their will. A 
percentage of any amount can have 
a huge future impact. Contact 
the National Park Founda-
tion to find out how a 
planned gift may work 
for you.

Susan and Will 
Harbaugh at 
Isle Royale 
National Park, 
Michigan
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Easy Ways to Give
We repeatedly hear stories of how the parks have 
left a profound impression on our donors. If you 
have ever wished you could do more to support 
the parks, but are concerned about making a 
commitment you might not be able to fulfill, or 
making a gift with assets you might need in the 
future, there are many ways you can create a legacy 
gift now that will also allow you peace of mind in 
the future should your circumstances change. 

These gifts are often referred to as the easiest ways 
to give because they:

• Are available for all ages – people of any age 
can include the National Park Foundation as a 
beneficiary

• Maintain flexibility – you can change your 
mind at any time

• Require nothing due now – you can continue 
to enjoy your funds now, as your donation 
transfers to the National Park Foundation only 
at the end of your life

• Take care of loved ones and the parks – decide 
which gifts to give to your family and friends 
first, then leave a percentage or the residuum 
of your estate to the National Park Foundation

• Welcome all amounts – there is no minimum 
amount, and a gift of any size will provide 
much-needed support to our national parks 
and historical landmarks

Overview of the Most Popular  
Planned Gifts

Wills and Bequests

A gift through your will or trust is a wonderful way 
of ensuring that support of the National Park Foun-
dation continues for future generations. We can 
provide sample language to help get you started. 

Retirement Plans

Gifts from retirement funds paid to your children 
or grandchildren at your passing may come with 
heavy income and estate taxes. These same assets 
are tax-free to charity and take only a few minutes 
to set up with a simple addition or change to your 
beneficiary form. 

Life Insurance

Perhaps you have a policy that has outlasted 
its original intended purpose. You can make the 
National Park Foundation the beneficiary with just 
the change of a form. Or you can sign over a fully 
paid policy and qualify for a tax deduction. Call us 
to learn more.

Gift from Donor Advised Funds

Consider naming the National Park Foundation as a 
beneficiary of your account. You can even designate 
that we receive a portion of the account, keeping 
the remainder in your fund for your children or 
grandchildren to distribute after your lifetime as a 
way to continue your legacy of philanthropy. 

Gifts from Certificates of Deposit 
and Other Bank Accounts

Don’t forget about all of your other accounts for 
making legacy gifts. You can name the National 
Park Foundation as the “pay on death” beneficiary 
of a certificate of deposit, or any bank or brokerage 
account. Your financial institution can assist you 
with this easy designation process. 

The wonderful fact of all of these gifts is how 
simple they are! We can assist you in creating a gift 
that will best personify your wishes for the national 
parks as well as take care of your future and your 
family’s future.

Great Smoky 
Mountains 
National Park, 
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The 1916 Society
We have created the 1916 Society to honor all those 
who have included a gift intention to the National 
Park Foundation through an estate plan, such as a 
will, trust, charitable gift annuity, or as a beneficiary 
of a retirement or life insurance plan. 

Named for the founding year of the National Park 
Service, the 1916 Society recognizes thoughtful 

donors who have chosen to 
support and safeguard the future 
of our national parks. By listing 
the 1916 Society donors who have 
given their permission for their 
names to be published, we express 
our gratitude for their profound commitment to the 
National Parks both now and in the future. 

Joining the 1916 Society is simple – all you need to do is confirm in 
writing that you have included the National Park Foundation in your 
estate plans. Once your planning is complete, we encourage you to 
notify the Foundation—even if you wish to remain anonymous—so 
that we may properly steward your gift and acknowledge your support.

Join the  
1916 Society  

today!

Anonymous (16)
Ellen S. Alberding
Judi and Larry Anderson
Al and Deeann Baldwin
Paul Bardacke,  

In Honor of Director 
Jonathan Jarvis

Arthur W. Bartlett, III
Scott and Jessie Bergman
Janet Bernardino
Rod R. Betsch
Sharon Bidwell
Donna Marie Boone
Adrienne Brandriss
Albert S. Branson
Greggory A. Bruce
Brett Buchholtz
Walter and Monica  

Buzzetta
John and Patricia Case
Donald H. Chadduck
Joe and Pat Clendenny
Jim and Kris Dorris
Nicole M. Engdahl
James and June  

Englehorn
Ellen L. Enochs
John C. Fairval
Melissa C. Fitzmayer
Susan Fraker
Tom and Betsy Franz
Donald J. Galetich
Barbara L. Gasper
Janet and Ira Gelfman
Jean George

Catherine and James Gero
K. L. Gibson
Henry and Jane Goichman
Michael Goldberger
Jean C. Gorell
Gerald and Helen Grady
Dan and Ellen Gray
Charlie and Ginger Guthrie
Barbara Hanka and  

Daren Striegel
Will and Susan Harbaugh
Aaron and Candice Hark
Evan and Karen Harolds
Tim and Cheryl Hayden
Ann and Tomas Hill
Leonore and James Hogg
Edna M. Hoover
Amy P. Isaacs
Harriet R. Jardine
Irena Jares
Cedron Jones and  

Sara Toubman
Malinda Keith
Gerald A. and  

Charlene L. Keller
Gaye Kinkopf
Peter S. Knight and  

Gail Britton
Carolyn L. Knoll
Keith Kohler
Randi Korn
Orin S. Kramer
James W. Langman
Joseph L. Leavell
Jennifer V. C. Lindsay

Wayne Lipscomb
F. J. Lowe
Katie Lunday
Ariane Lyons
Mr. and Mrs.  

Donald Maddocks
Janean L. Mann
Heidi Massa
Mr. and Mrs.  

William L. McSwain
Chip Meyrelles and  

Laurie Connor
Virginia L. Mouw
Edmund H. Muth and  

Rita D. Tan
Mary Ellen Norton
Mr. and Mrs.  

Brien M. O’Brien
Claudio and Ruth Padres
Douglas J. and Linda Pahl
Byron and T. Louise  

Peebles
Stacey Peters
Jo Anne Peterson
Anthony Powell
Christopher and  

Alison Pyott
Judy Quan
Donald Quinn
Dean and Kathleen 

Rasmussen
Nancy E. Rehman
J. Donald Rimstidt
Elaine Sagers
Richard M. and  

Carlile L. Schneider

Helen Schneider
Barbara Simpson
Leo W. Skinner
Nancy L. Skinner
Therese A. Sprinkle
Alva Stutler
Ronald Swenson and  

Susan L. Daniels
Jim and Julia Talbot
David Thompson
Gerald Thulbourn
Steven M. Timian
Ronald M. Tollison
Tina Topalian and  

Maury Okun
Mr. and Mrs.  

Marc C. Trundle
Karen and John Tyler
Mr. and Mrs.  

Fred Unterleitner
Mr. and Mrs.  

George E. Vranich
Paul and Rebecca Wallace
Barbara Wightman and John 

Herren
Cheryl K. Wilfong
Woods Construction Inc. 
Barbara A. Wilson
William and Wanetta Wilson
Dr. Michael C. Wolf
Qiaolun Ye
Barbara H. Young
Mr. and Mrs.  

Christopher Zabel
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Every Kid in a Park
To help engage and create our next generation of park 
visitors, supporters, and advocates, we are kicking 
off the Every Kid in a Park initiative. Starting this fall, 
every fourth-grader in the nation will receive an “Every 
Kid in a Park” pass that’s good for free admission to all 
of America’s federal lands and waters — for them and 
their families — for a full year.

A big reason many kids don’t visit these 
places is that they can’t get there easily. 
The National Park Foundation will help 
schools and community groups arrange 
field trips and visits by providing key 
trip-planning tools and covering transpor-
tation costs for schools with the greatest 
financial need. The Foundation will award 
transportation grants for kids to visit public 
parks, lands, and waters. A portion of the 
Foundation’s transportation grants was 
funded by the C. Frank Kireker, Jr., Chari-
table Remainder Unitrust. With this kind of support, 
we can help our children become lifelong learners — 
both inside and outside the classroom.

When you include the National Park Foundation in 
your estate plans, you are ensuring that our most trea-
sured landscapes, ecosystems, and historical sites will 
be protected and enjoyed for future generations.

Protect, Connect, Inspire

For More 
Information
If the National Parks are 
important to you and  
you would like to include them  
as part of your estate plans 
please let us know. 

Contact 
Nicole Engdahl, Vice President, Planned Giving

Direct: (202) 796-2526
General: (202) 796-2500
Email: Nengdahl@nationalparks.org
Web: www.nationalparks.org/plannedgiving

National Park Foundation
1110 Vermont Ave NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20005Nicole Engdahl

Our 501(c)(3) federal tax identification number is 52-1086761. This publication is intended to provide only general gift, 
estate, and financial planning information and is not a comprehensive review of the topics. Please consult your legal and 
financial advisers when planning your gift
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