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“A National Parks
Love Story”
by 1916 Society Member
Jay Lindsey
I’ll never forget the road trip I
took with a friend in college.
We went camping at Grand
Canyon National Park,
which was incredible. But
what I’ll always remember
most is the drive home
through the Zion-Mount
Carmel Tunnel. As we drove
out of the tunnel and into
the bright sunshine of Zion
National Park, we could see the
whole canyon below us and the
steep, red cliffs towering above us. I was
awestruck.
That was the moment I first fell in love with
the national parks. My love has grown over the
years as I’ve visited many more national parks.
Whenever I’m in a park, you can be sure my
camera is at the ready. I love to capture not just
the beautiful panoramas like those you see on
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postcards, but the little details — the geology,
the plants growing along the trail, and of course,
the wildlife.
I’ve enjoyed so many of our national parks during
my lifetime … witnessed the Grand Canyon,
the Rocky Mountains, giant redwood
trees, and amazing vistas along
the Pacific coastline. I was able
to see these places in all
their glory because of those
who came before me and
protected them. Now it’s
my turn.

1916 Society
Member
Jay Lindsey

I would love to be
remembered as someone
who protected the parks for
the next generation. That’s
why I decided to leave a gift to
the National Park Foundation in
my will. It’s deeply rewarding.
After all, that’s what a legacy is all
about. It’s what you leave behind.

“I would love to be
remembered as someone who
protected the parks for the
next generation.” — Jay Lindsey
REG

An Easy Way to Help the Parks

D

o you want to know one of the easiest ways to leave
money to the people and charities you love? Simply
name them as beneficiaries of your retirement plans
and other financial accounts. Why? Because funds from
these accounts pass directly to your beneficiaries and do
not require a will.
All it takes is your signature on a beneficiary designation
form. These are typically available on your retirement
account website or by calling the customer service number
on your account statement. The best part is, you remain in
complete control of your assets during your lifetime — and
are never locked in. If your circumstances change, you can
make adjustments to your beneficiaries at any time.
Plus, financial experts agree that donating retirement
assets to charity is one of the smartest ways to give.
Retirement accounts left to anyone other than your spouse
are taxed twice — as income and as part of your estate.
However, charities like the National Park Foundation are
tax-exempt so the entire amount goes to the charity. That’s
why many people choose to leave retirement assets to a
charity and leave other, less tax-burdened, assets to their
family and friends.
If you decide to name the National Park Foundation as
a beneficiary of a brokerage account, retirement plan, or
other account, we hope you will let us know. We would love
to have the chance to say thank you!
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Sign Your Name,
Protect the Parks!
The following accounts can be
donated to the National Park
Foundation, simply by signing
your name to a beneficiary
designation form. It’s an easy
way to protect national parks
for generations to come.
• Funds from an IRA, 401(k),
or other qualified retirement
plan
• A fully paid life insurance
policy
• Certificates of deposit
• Bank accounts (checking,
savings)
• Brokerage accounts
• Contributions remaining in a
donor-advised fund

Simply request a beneficiary
form from the account
manager and list the National
Park Foundation as the
beneficiary. You will also need
our tax identification number,
which is 52-1086761.

Save on Taxes Even if You Don’t Itemize
If you are over age 70 ½, you can make tax-free donations to
the National Park Foundation directly from your Individual
Retirement Account (IRA). The donation satisfies your
required minimum distribution, and, because the funds go
directly to charity, you don’t pay taxes on the distribution.
It’s a smart way to give because you enjoy tax savings even
if you don’t itemize your taxes. For more information about
tax-smart giving, please contact us at (202) 796-2500 or
PlannedGiving@nationalparks.org.
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Bringing A Leader’s Legacy to Life

M

artin Luther King Jr.
National Historical
Park in Atlanta, Georgia,
tells the story of one of the
most courageous leaders of the
civil rights movement. The park
includes sites where Dr. King
lived, worked, worshipped, and is
buried.
And now, that story is more
complete, with the addition of
two significant new sites: the
home where Dr. King was born
and lived the first twelve years of
his life, and the home where he
and his wife, Coretta Scott King,
raised their children.
Dr. and Mrs. King’s family home
in Atlanta’s historic Vine City
neighborhood is where Dr.
King was living when he was
assassinated in 1968. It has never
before been open to the public
— but will be made accessible for
the first time as part of the park,
both in person and through new
digital resources.
With your help, the National
Park Foundation is committed to
increasing public understanding
of and access to AfricanAmerican history and the civil
rights movement through
national parks. Supporters like
you have helped preserve places
like Camp Nelson National
Monument, Freedom Riders

The home where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. raised his family with Coretta Scott
King will be made accessible to the public for the first time as part of Martin
Luther King Jr. National Historical Park, a part of the National Park System.

National Monument, Pullman
National Monument, and Charles
Young Buffalo Soldiers National
Monument.
With these two new additions
to the National Park System, we
are advancing the National Park
Foundation’s commitment to
telling a more comprehensive
American story through national
parks.
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“The homes where Dr.
King was born and where
he raised his family
with Coretta Scott King
are critical pieces of
American history that
will now be preserved in
perpetuity.”
—National Park Foundation
President Will Shafroth
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Did You Know?
You’re Helping Preserve Our
Nation’s History on Chicago’s
South Side
Pullman National Monument is
the first and only national park
to open in Chicago’s city limits.
Skilled workers arrived in the
late 1800s to forge new lives
as employees of the Pullman
Company. African Americans, some of them
newly emancipated slaves, came for jobs in the
factory and on the railway, helping to establish a
new Black middle class.

The National Park Foundation is leading a
campaign to build a new visitor center inside
Pullman’s iconic Clock Tower so visitors can learn
about the site’s rich history for generations to
come.

In 1894, Pullman workers began a strike that
rippled across 27 states and involved 250,000
workers. It demonstrated the emerging strength
of unions and helped create Labor Day as a
national holiday.

Above is an artist’s rendering of the Pullman
National Monument Clock Tower, soon to be home
to a state-of-the-art visitor center. The National
Park Foundation is supporting the development
of immersive exhibits that will bring Pullman’s
rich history to life for visitors.
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We’re Here to Help
Leaving a gift to the National Park Foundation in your will, trust, or by beneficiary designation ensures that
protection, enrichment, and support of America’s beloved national parks for generations to come.

Contact the Office of Planned Giving:

Nicole Engdahl

Augie Bossu

Nicole Engdahl
Vice President,
Planned & Annual Giving

National Park Foundation
1110 Vermont Ave NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20005

Augie Bossu
Specialist, Planned Giving

General: (202) 796-2500
Email: PlannedGiving@nationalparks.org
Web: www.nationalparks.org/plannedgiving

To include the National Park Foundation in your will,
please use the following language: “To the National Park
Foundation in Washington, D.C., I give ___% of my estate.”
Or you can name a fixed dollar amount.

Our 501(c)(3) federal tax identification number is 52-1086761
This publication is intended to provide only general gift, estate, and
financial planning information and is not a comprehensive review of
the topics. Please consult with your legal and financial advisors when
planning your gift.

